
                                                        

Facts about the organic sector

Europe’s organic sector continues to grow: in 2016 it grew by 11.4% 
and was valued at 33.5 billion Euro. Almost all the large markets 
exhibited double-digit growth rates.
European consumers spent 41 Euro per person on organic food products 
(European Union: 61 Euro). Per capita consumer spending on organic food 
products has doubled in the last ten years. The Swiss spend the most on organic 
food products (274 Euro per capita).

Food retail in 2016
 Organic share of food sales in Italy: 3%; annual per capita expenditure: 

€44; annual growth: 14%

 Organic share in Germany: 5.1%; annual per capita expenditure: €116; an-
nual growth: 10%

 Organic share in Austria: 7.9%; annual per capita expenditure: €177; an-
nual growth: 13%

 Organic share in Switzerland: 8.4%; annual per capita expenditure: €2774;
annual growth: 8%

 Organic share in Sweden: 7.9%; annual per capita expenditure: €194; an-
nual growth: 12%

 Organic share in France: 3.5%; annual per capita expenditure: €101; an-
nual growth: 22%

 Organic share in Spain: 1.7%; annual per capita expenditure: €36; annual 
growth: 13%

 Organic share across Europe exhibiting growth

Almost 14 million hectares are farmed organically – Spain has the most 
organically farmed land, followed by Italy and France. 
The amount of organically farmed land in Europe and in the European Union 
increased by almost one million hectares, equal to an increase of 6.7% in Europe 
and 8.2% in the European Union. 
Organically farmed land represents 2.7% of agricultural land in Europe, 6.7% in 
the European Union. In Europe (and internationally) Liechtenstein has the highest
proportion of organically farmed land at 37.7% of agricultural land, followed by 
Austria, which is also the country with the highest proportion of organically 
farmed land in the European Union. Nine European countries have reported that 
at least 10% of their agricultural land is farmed organically. 



                                                        

Production 2016 
 14.5% organically cultivated land in Italy, 1,796,000 hectares organically 

farmed land

 7.5% organically cultivated land in Germany, 1,251,000 hectares organic-
ally farmed land

 21.9% organically cultivated land in Austria, 572,000 hectares organically 
farmed land

 13.5% organically cultivated land in Switzerland, 141,000 hectares organ-
ically farmed land

 18% organically cultivated land in Sweden; 553.000 hectares organically 
farmed land

 5.5% organically cultivated land in France, 1.538.000 hectares organically 
farmed land

 8.7% organically cultivated land in Spain, 2.019.000 hectares organically 
farmed land

There were over 370,000 organic producers in Europe and almost 300,000 in the 
European Union. The retail sales in Europe amounted to 33.5 billion Euro (30.7 
billion Euro in the European Union). After the USA, the European Union 
represents the second largest domestic market in the world for organic products.
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